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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE OFFICERS OF 
THE TOWN OF 


STRATFORD, N. H. 





For the Year Ending January 31 


1944 


DEMOCRAT PRESS—LANCASTER, N. H. 
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TOWN OFFICERS 


Term Expires 


Moderator 

RALPH M. HUTCHINS 1944 
Town Clerk 

EDWARD B. FULLER 1944 
Treasurer 

CLAUD JOHNSON 1944 
Selectmen 

HAROLD RAMSAY 1944. 

B. C. NUGENT 1945 

BERT STINSON Rabid i): (0 
Tax Collector | 7 

HAZEN KENNEDY 1944 
Health Officer 

MILES STANDISH 1944 
Library Trustees 

ETHEL JOHNSON 1944 

LENA RICH 1945 

M. L. NUGENT 1946 
Supervisors of Check List 

GEORGE BROCHU 1944 

LESLIE BARNETT 1944 

JOHN TAYLOR 1944 
Town Road Commissioner 

ELMER EAGAN | 1944. 
Trustee of Trust Funds | 

PAULINE HUNT 1944 

DELIA HAPGOOD 1945 


DOROTHY HAPGOOD 1946 


TOWN REPORT 


Cemetery Trustees 
LESLIE E. BARNETT 
HUGH JOHNSON 
FREDERICK HAPGOOD 
Public Health Nurse 
DELIA B. HAPGOOD 
Memorial Day Committee 
REV. J. A. VACHON 
Municipal Court | 
WILLARD A. RUCH 
Auditor 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 


TOWN WARRANT 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the Town of Stratford, qualified 
to vote in town affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall, in 
the village of North Stratford, on Tuesday, the four- 
teenth day of March, 1944 at 10 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, to act upon the following subjects: 

1. To elect a clerk for the ensuing year. 

2. To elect two auditors for the ensuing year, 
or to see if the town will vote to petition the State 
‘l'ax Commission to have an audit made by the divi- 
sion of municipal accounting, and to make appropri- 
ation to cover the expense of such an audit. 

3. To elect a treasurer for the ensuing year. 

4. To elect one selectman for three years, and 
all other town officers. 

5. To see if the town will continue the services 
of the public nurse and raise money for same. 

6. To see what sum of money the town will vote 
to raise for highways, bridges, and town maintenance. 

7. To see if the Town will vote to raise $800.00 
for snowplow. 

8. To see what sum of monies the town will vote 
to raise for libraries, Memorial Day, skating rinks, 
sewers, street lighting, retirement of bonds, long term 
notes, interest, insurance and personal bonds, and 
other monies for the town. 

9. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectmen to pledge the credit of the town to raise 
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funds in anticipation of taxes, when necessary for the 
payment of obligations. 

10. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectmen to administer or dispose of any real estate 
acquired by the town through tax collector’s deeds, 
or any other property owned by the town. 

11. To see if the town will vote to allow discount 
cn any part of the taxes paid before a certain date. 

12. To see if the town will vate to raise $25.00 as 
a contribution for the White Mountains Region Asso- 
ciation, for the purpose of advertising the town. 

13. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the 
selectmen to instruct the Governor of the State of 
New Hampshire to send a request to the Congress of 
the United States, a plea that they pass an adequate 
bill for soldier voting that will enable every person 
in the armed forces to vote for Federal officers at the 
next Federal election. 

14. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectmen to deed back to L. P. Brown a certain piece 
or parcel of land lying and situated in said town of 
Stratford, which the said L. P. Brown conveyed by 
deed dated September 2, 1938 to the town of Strat- 
ford free-gratis the right to install, maintain, repair, 
and relay a pipe line over lands of the said L. P. 
Brown. 

15. To hear reports of agents, officers and com- 
mittees heretofore chosen, and pass any vote relative 
thereto. 


Given under our hand and seal at Stratford, this 
19th day of February, A. D. 1944. 


HAROLD RAMSAY, 
BERT STINSON, 
BERNARD NUGENT 


Selectmen Town of Stratford. 


BUDGET FOR 1944 


Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the 


Ensuing Year February 1, 1944 to December 31, 


1944, compared with Actual Revenue and Expendi- 


tures of the Previous Year February 1, 1948 to Janu- 


ary 31, 1944. 
Sources of Revenue 
® From State: | 
Interest and Dividends Tax $ 26.28 
Railroad Tax 1497.75 
Savings Bank Tax 243.08 


From Local Sources Except Taxes: 


Rent of Town Hall and 
Other Buildings 


Income from Municipally owned Utilities: 


Water Departments 2263.04 
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 671.80 
Health Department 813.75 
Town Road Aid D.41 
Dog Tax 97.06 
Town Poor 245.00 
Town Histories 18.75 


Amount Raised by Issue of Bonds 
or Notes in anticipation of 
Taxes 25000.00 


Actual 1943 Est. 1944 


$ 26.28 
1497.75 
243.08 


500.00 


2200.00 


600.00 
500.00 
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From Local Taxes Other 
Than Property Taxes: 
Poll Taxes 


Total Revenues from all Sources 
except Property Taxes 


Amt. to me raised by Prop. Taxes 


Total Revenues 


630.00 


Purposes of Expenditures 


| Actual 1943 Est. 1944 
Current Maintenance Expenses: 


General Government: 
Town Officers’ Salaries 
Town Officers’ Expenses 


$1144.25 


308.94 


Election and Registration Expenses 


Municipal Court Expenses 

Expenses Town Hall and 
Other Town Buildings 

General Expenses** 


118.00 


1160.94 
1406.83 


Protection of Persons and Property: 


Police Department 
Fire Department 
Health: 
Health Dept., including hospitals 
Vital Statistics 
Sewer Maintenance 
Highways and Bridges: 
Town Maintenance 
Street Lighting 
Town Road Aid 
Libraries: 
Libraries 
Public Welfare: 
Town Poor 
Old Age Assistance 


992.15 
249.82 


2047.14 
16.80 
207.50 


1556.86 
1020.00 
(9326 
300.00 


1629.86 
392.50 





400.00 


$31511.92 $ 3789.11 


52360.85 


$1300.00 
500.00 
100.00 
125.00 


1400.00 
1500.09 


300.00 
300.00 


1700.00 
50.00 
300.00 


1500.00 
1020.00 
79.96 
400.00 


2000.00 
400.00 


D 


Patriotic Purposes: 


TOWN REPORT 


Memorial Day 32.70 100.00 
Aid to Soldiers and their families 179.15 200.00 
Recreation: 
Parks and Playgrounds 268.80 300.00 
Public Service Enterprises: 
Municipally owned Water and 
Electric Utilities ‘171.07 500.00 
Cemeteries 25.00 25.00 
Interest: 
On Temporary Loans 669.89 200.00 
On Bonded Debt 2500.00 2300.00 
On Long Term Notes 563.75 550.00 
Indebtedness: 
Payment on Principal of Debt: 
Bonds — 4000.00 4000.00 
Long Term Notes 5000.00* 1000.00 
(*W. Note $3000, K. of P. $2000) 
Deficit of Previous Year 20000.00 10000.00 
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions: 
County Taxes 6688.02 7000.00 
Payments to School Districts 17800.00 17000.00 


Total Expenditures 


**General Expenses: 
Printing Town Reports 
White Mountains Region 
Auditing 
Refund tax 
Insurance 
Legal Expense 
Forest Fire 
Dog Tax 
Bounties 


$ 147.31 
25.00 
140.15 
9.00 
748.04 
152.47 
5.00 
97.06 
86.80 





$1406.83 


$70489.93 $56149.96 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT 


INVENTORY OF TOWN 


Inventory of Property of the Town of Stratford 


as made by Selectmen, April 1, 1943: 


Lands and Buildings 
Electric Utilities 
Mills and Machinery 
Stock In Trade 
Horses 

Cows 

Other Neat Stock 
Sheep 

Hogs 

Fowls 

Wood and Lumber 
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 
Vehicles—Tractors 


Tax Rate per $100 

Property Taxes 

National Bank Stock Taxes 

Poll Taxes (Number of Polls, 200) 


$958,057.00 


$607,261.00 
56,930.00 
104,450.00 
32,451.00 
15,950.00 
43 371.00 
1,940.00 
40,00 
125.00 
817.00 
91,587.00 
2.235,00 
900.00 


a——sesa 


$3.95 
$37,831.03 


$400.00 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town hall and buildings $ 12,000.00 


Town hall, furniture and equipment 
Libraries, lands and buildings 

Libraries, furniture and equipment 
Police Department, lands and buildings 
Police Department, equipment and vault 
Fire Dept., including lands and buildings 
Fire Department, equipment 

Highway Department, lands and buildings 
Highway Department, equipment 
Highway Dept., materials and supplies 
Parks, commons and playgrounds 

Water supply, if owned by the town 
Schools, lands and buildings 

School Equipment 

Town house and equipment at Center 
Town histories 


2,000.00 
2,500.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,500.00 
2,500.00 

500.00 
1,000.00 

100.00 
2,000.00 


115,000.00 


84,800.00 
11,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,800.00 


Total $244,700.00 
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TOWN OF STRATFORD BALANCE 
Assets 
Cash: 
In Hand of Treasurer $ 6,643.93 
In Hands of Water Collector 39.08 
In Hands of Municipal Court 6.05 
In Hands of Town Clerk 9.52 
In Hands of Town Hall Agent 38.00 
Other Bills due Town: | 
Tax Collector Hapgood 176.64 
Water Rents ; 2,998.37 
Town Hall Rent 900.00 
Unredeemed Taxes: 
Levy of 1942 | 1,371.74 
Levy of 1941 728.26 
Previous Years } —- 1,294.84 
Uncollected Taxes: | 
Levy of 1943 3,363.41 
Total Assets $17,165.84 
Net Debt 65,749.51 
Grand Total $82,915.35 


Net Debt—Surplus Jan. 31, 1948 $68,975.07 
Net Debt—Surplus Jan. 31, 1944 65,749.51 


$ 3,295.56 


TOWN REPORT 15 
SHEET JANUARY 31, 1944 
ie | _ Liabilities oats 
Accounts Owed by the Town: 
Due to School District: Dog Licenses $ 203.80 
Due to School Districts: Balance of 


Appropriation 6,711.55 
Temporary Loans . 10,000.00 
Long Term Notes: , 
Water Notes—Issue 1938 19,000.00 
Bonds Outstanding: 
Water Bonds—Issue 1920 | 24,000.00 


Water Bonds—Issue 1921 23,000.00 





Total Liabilities | 82,915.35 


WATER DEPARTMENT REPORT 


Cash on Hand Feb. 1, 1943 . S$ 19bAS 
Collections 2,103.00 
Total $2,298.12 
Amount turned to Treasurer $2,263.04 
Cash on hand a $ 35.08 
Jan, 31, 1944 Unpaid Accounts $2,998.37 


$3,033.45 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 


Number of Marriages in Town 
Number of Births in Town 
Number of Deaths in Town 
Number of Automobiles Registered 
Amount of money collected 
Paid to Treasurer 
Cash on Hand for Automobiles 
Paid to Treasurer 

1942 Dog Licenses 

Dog Licenses 1943, 5 at $2.00 

Less Fees Retained, 5 at 20¢ 


6 

10 

7 

237 
$681.32 
$671.80 
$9.52 


$97.06 
$10.00 
1.00 
iP 00 


'TREASURER’S REPORT 


Feb. 1, 1943 to Feb. 1, 1944 
FEBRUARY, 1943 


Receipts 
Feb. 
1 H. W. Ramsay, Sale of Town Histories $9.75 
Expenditures $3,042.31 
MARCH 
Receipts 
Mar. 
19 Frank A. Smith, Col. Water Rent $ 144.24 
29 Edward B. Fuller, 1942 Dog Tax 18.86 
Edward B. Fuller, 1943 Auto Tax 164.57 


15 County of Coos, Stratford Relief Acct. 215.00 
30 Lincoln R. Young, Note by Selectmen 25,000.00 





Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1942 Levy | 866.02 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1942 Poll Tax 118.00 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1941 Poll Tax 10.00 
26 Edward B. Fuller, 1943 Auto Tax 210.65 
$26,747.34 
Expenditures $15,855.87 
APRIL 
Receipts 
Apr. 
10 Edward B. Fuller, 1942 Dog Tax $ 78.20 
Edward B. Fuller, 1943 Auto Tax 117.47 


16 Frank A. Smith, Water Rents 404.35 
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28 Delia B. Hapgood, Nursing Assn. Feb. 


and Mar. 22.90 
$622.52 
Expenditures $2,650.71 
MAY 
Receipts 
May 
21 Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rent $ 101.57 
24 Hazen Kennedy, 1937 Levy 17.00 
Hazen Kennedy, 1938 Levy 25.98 
Hazen Kennedy, 1940 Levy (Int. 6.71) 38.41 
Hazen Kennedy, 1940 Poll Tax 2.00 
Hazen Kennedy, 1941 Poll Tax 8.00 


Hazen Kennedy, 1941 Levy (Int. 7.82) 96.58 
Hazen Kennedy, 1942 Levy (Int. 24.42) 1,132.39 





Hazen Kennedy, 1942 Poll Tax 98.00 
Hazen Kennedy, 1943 Poll Tax 38.00 
$1,557.93 
Expenditures $3,101.73 
JUNE 
Receipts 
June 
7 Edward B. Fuller, 1943 Auto Tax $ 92.00 
21 Stratford School District, District 
Nurse 1942-1943 3 500.00 
$592.70 
Expenditures $2,770.37 
Jd ULY 
Receipts 
July 
17 Frank A. Smith, Water Rent $406.15 


Expenditures $583.71 
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AUGUST 
Receipts 
Aug. 
10 Delia B. Hapgood, Nursing Assn., 





Apr., May, June, July $ 62.50 

30 Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rent 244 86 

$307.36 

Expenditures $743.04 
SEPTEMBER 

Receipts (none) 

Expenditures $2,941.08 
OCTOBER 
| Receipts 
Oct. 

28 Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Levy $422.34 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Poll Tax 266.00 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1940 Tax Sales 

(M. Dennis) 100.00 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1941 Poll Tax 2.00 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1942 Poll Tax 14.00 
$804.34 
Expenditures $4,098.34 
NOVEMBER | 
Receipts 
Nov. 
J Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rents 196.00 

29 Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Levy 15,616.08 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Poll Tax 114.00 

30 Edward B. Fuller, 1948 Auto Tax 86.41 
Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rents 410.93 

$16,423.42 


Expenditures $3,230.85 
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DECEMBER 
Receipts 
Dee. 

14 Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Levy $12,909.86 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Poll Tax 28.00 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1938 Levy 

(Lena Rich) 76.46 
21 Treasurer State of N. H. Savings 
Bank Tax 243.08 


Treasurer State of N. H. Railroad Tax 1,497.75 
Treasurer State of N. H. Interest and 
Dividend Tax 26.28 
$14,781.43 
Expenditures $26,146.69 
JANUARY, 1944 | 





Receipts 
Jan. 
15 Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rent $212.25 
25 Mrs. H. W. Ramsay, Sale of Town 


Histories co BPO” 
State of N. H., Town Road Aid 5.41 
Gerard Brochu, On Account 30.00 
Frank A. Smith, Col., Water Rent 142.69 
Delia B. Hapgood, Nursing Assn. 228.79 

31 Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Levy 5,741.79 
Hazen Kennedy, Col., 1943 Poll Tax 222.00 
Interest 10.09 
Kimball Estate: | 

1942 Levy 3.60 

1939 Levy 830.07 

1940 Levy 773.16 

1941 Levy 596.77 

$8,805.58 


Expenditures $5,325.23 


22 
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Balance on Hand Feb. 1, 1943 
Total Receipts 


Total Disbursements 


Balance on Hand Feb. 1, 1944 


$ 6,075.34 
71,058.52 


$77,133.76 
70,489.93 


$ 6,643.93 


REPORT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 


For Year Ending Jan. 31, 1944 


Nursing care visits 407 
Obstetrical visits 13 
Baby visits 69 
Welfare visits 287 
School 192 
Clinies 3 

970 


Clinics: 3 Crippled Children’s Clinies attended, 
ene at Littleton, two at Manchester. 
Fees Collected $313.75 
Fees paid to treasurer $313.75 
Respectfully submitted, 
DELIA B. HAPGOOD, 
Public Health Nurse. 


~ 


TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 


Hazen Kennedy — January 31, 1944 


1937 Levy 


Unpaid Property Tax 


Abated 


1939 Levy 


Unpaid Property Taxes 


Abated 


1940 Levy 


Unpaid Property Tax 


Abated 


Unpaid Poll Tax 
Abated 


1941 Levy 


Unpaid Poll Jan. 31, 1948 


Added 


Paid Treasurer 
Abated 


1942 Levy 


Jan. 31, 1942 Unpaid Taxes 


Added Since 
Interest Collected 


Cash in Hands of Collector 





$3,018.51 
65.56 
36.78 
533.40 

$ 3,654.25 
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Remitted to Treasurer 
Abatements 

Sold to Town 

Unpaid Poll Taxes 


1943 Levy 
Property Taxes 
Poll Taxes 
Added Polls 
Additional Propertw Tax 
Interest 


Remitted to Treas., Property 
Remitted to Treas., Polls 
Remitted to Treas., Interest 
Unpaid Taxes 


Taxes Sold to Town 
Unredeemed Jan. 31, 1943 
Sold to Town 1942 Levy 
Costs and Interest 


Remitted to Treasurer 
Unredeemed Jan. 31, 1944 


$2,939.01 
62.00 
1,276.24 
84.00 


$34,690.07 
668.00 
10.09 
3,363.41 


$1,371.74 
14.53 


$2554.43 
3,386.46 
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$ 3,654.25 


$37,816.12 


852.00 
28.00 
25.36 
10.09 


$38,731.57 


$38,731.57 
$4554.62 
1,386.27 


$5,940.89 


$5,940.89 


REPORT ON TOWN HALL 


Rental Due $538.00 
K. of P. Lodge $500.00 
Hands of Collector 38.00 





$538.00 


STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS 
AND TAXES ASSESSED 1943 


Town officers’ salaries 

Town officers’ expenses 

Municipal Court 

Expenses Town Hall and other town 

- buildings 

Police Department 

Fire Department 

Health Department 

Vital Statistics 

Sewer maintenance 

Town maintenance, highways and bridges 

Street lighting 

General expenses, including insurance 

Libraries 

Town poor 

Old Age Assistance and Aid to soldiers’ 
families 


Memorial Day, and other celebrations 
Parks and playgrounds 

Municipally owned water utilities 
Cemeteries 

Interest on bonded indebtedness and notes 
Payments on bonds and notes 

County tax 

School appropriation 

White Mountain Regional Association 


$ 1,200.00 


200.00 
100.00 


1,200.00 
2,200.00 
1,000.00 
1,700.00 
50.00 
300.00 
9,500.00 
1,020.00 
2,200.00 
400.00 
2,000.00 


600.00 


100.00 
300.00 
500.00 

40.00 
4,500.00 
5,000.00 
6,688.02 

17,000.00 

25.00 


—_—~ 


$50,823.02 
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Less Estimated Revenues and Credits 


Cash $6,075.34 
Interest and dividend tax 26.28 
Railroad tax 1,497.75 
Motor vehicle permit fees 671.80 
Rental Town Hall 250.00 
Health Department 500.00 
Municipally owned utilities 2,263.00 


11,284.17 


$39 538.85 


REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 








Receipts 

Feb. 1, 1943, Cash on Hand | $314.70 
July 6, 1943, Appropriation for 1942 300.00 
Rent from Stratford Library Building 24.00 
Fines from North Stratford Library 35.00 

Total $673.70 

Expenditures 
19438 

Books  $ 69.49 
Magazine Subscriptions 6.60 
Rent for No. Stratford Library 110.00 
Librarian for No. Stratford 154.00 
Miscellaneous 06.89 

Total $396.98 
Feb. 1, 1944, Cash on Hand $276.72 


In these days of various restriction, the libraries 
are being called on for increased service. At North 
Stratford this year, 3082 books have been taken out 
by about 150 persons. 

Several books have been added to the library to 
meet the needs of high school students for their re- 
quired reading. 


ETHEL P. JOHNSON, 


Treas. of Library Trustees. 


REPORT OF MUNICIPAL COURT 


January 1 to December 31, 1943 


Receipts 
Carried forward from 12-31-42 $ 6.25 
Received fines 150.00 
Received costs 56.80 
$213.05 
Paid to officers $ 35.00 
Paid to witnesses 5.24 
Paid to County (who forwarded to 
Motor Vehicle) 111.66 
Paid to Fish and Game Dept. 99.10 fs 
207.00 
Balance on hand 12-31-43 $ 6.05 


WILLARD RUCH, 
Justice. 


HOME FOOD PRODUCTION 


Patriotism, prudence, and protection of health 
combine to urge that in 1944 every family produce 
and preserve for home consumption as much of the 
family’s yearly food supply as possible. Home food 
production will assure our own food supply, will re- 
lease more foods for the armed forces and lend-leass, 
will help meet the national goals, and will relieve 
transportation, labor and equipment shortages. 

To help families with their plans for food produc- 
tion and preservation at home, the University of New 

ampshire Extension Service lists the following free 
bulletins for your use: 


Ext. Cire. 
Hotbeds and Cold Frames 214 
The Home Vegetable Garden 170 
Vegetable Storage 140 
Tomatoes for Good Health 220 
Control of Insects and Disease in the 
Home Garden 253 
Strawberry Culture | 211 
Red Raspberry Culture 108 
Blackberries for New Hampshire 104 
Grape Growing in New Hampshire he 173 
Improved Blueberries 215 
The Home Poultry Flock 3 250 
Appetizing Pickles and Relishes 130 
Canning of Fruits and Vegetables 137 
Canning of Meats airs 
Ext. Bull. 
Home Canning Guide OT 


List the titles of the bulletins which you would 
like on a penny post card and mail it to: Extension 
Service, Room 211, Thompson Hall, University of 
New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire. 


Division of 


MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING 


STATE TAX COMMISSION 


Concord, New Hampshire 


January 3, 1944. 
Board of Selectmen 
Stratford, New Hampshire . 
Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the vote taken at the annua! 
town meeting March 1943, we have audited the ac- 
counts and records of the Town of Stratford for the 
period beginning March 13, 1941 and ended Novem- 
ber 9, 1943 and submit herewith our report. 


SCOPE OF AUDIT 


The accounts of the Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax 
Collector, Town Clerk, Library Trustees and Water 
Rent Collector were examined for the above period. 


FINANCES 


From information on file in this Division, we 
have prepared Schedules A and B which present a 
comprehensive picture of the trend of the financial 
condition of the town during the last ten years. 

(1) In 1939 Net Debt totaled $94,949.32. On 
January 31, 1943 it had been reduced by $26,326.64, 
to $68,622.68. 

(2) Long Term Notes and Bonds totaled $95.- 
C00.00 in January 31, 19384. At January 31, 1943 they 
had been reduced to $74,000.00. 

(3) Assessed valuation of taxable property was 
highest in January 1934. 
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(4) The average local tax rate decreased from 
$4.40 in 1938 to $3.60 in 1942, while the average rate 
for the State as a whole decreased from $3.48 in 1938 
to $3.23 in 1942. The 1943 local tax rate was $3.95, 
compared to the average State rate of $3.03. 
Appropriations and Expenditures— 

Estimated and Actual Revenues: 
(Schedules C & D) 


As shown by the above statements, net unexpend- 
ed balances of appropriations amounted to $7,085.90, 
while the actual revenue was less than the estimated 
revenue by $572.01, indicating a net budget Surplus 
of $6,513.89. However, $5,000.00, representing the 
unused appropriation for payment of a temporary 
loan, is included in the net unexpended balances of 
appropriations. 


SELECTMEN AND TREASURER 
(Schedules E. F. & G) 


All vouchers issued by the Selectmen for the 
period February 1, 1942 to November 9, 1943 were 
examined together with supporting invoices. We 
noted, that in many cases payments have been made 
on statements only, rather than itemized bills. We 
suggest the use of regular road aget’s payroll forms 
and that signatures of employees be obtained at the 
time of payment of the payroll. Any miscellaneous 
bills included on payrolls should be attached thereto. 

Expenditures should be more carefully classified 
and the ‘‘Miscellaneous’’ column used only when it 
appears impossible to classify items in any other 
way. 

Abatements should be certified to the Tax Col- 
lector by written order from the Selectmen. 

The Treasurer’s account was examined from 
March 13, 1941 to November 6, 19438, summary of 
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which is shown in Schedule G. All cancelled checks 
issued upon order of the Selectmen, were compared 
with the vouchers and the Treasurer’s Cash book and 
found to be in agreement. Receipts for the period 
were checked by source insofar as possible. Both re- 
ceipts and payments were verified. The Treasurer’s 
cash balance as of November 6, 1948 (Schedule G-3) 
was $1,153.95. This balance was verified by a state- 
ment from the Farmer’s and Traders National Bank 
and by undeposited funds. 
TAX COLLECTORS 
(Schedules H, I, J, K & L) 

Tax Collector Brown: 

Amounts due on account of Collector Brown in 
the sum of $539.50, as per our audit of March 25, 
1941, were fully paid in April 1941, as disclosed by 
the cash receipts and application was made on war- 
rant of 1940 and Tax Sale accounts of 1937, 1988, and 
1939. 

Tax Collector Crandall: (Schedule H) 

We submit summary of Tax Accounts of Collec- 
tor Crandall, as of October 31, 1941, the date of term- 
ination of his services as Collector. The account indi- 
cates a small deficit difference of $20.89 covering the 
levies and tax sales from 1933 to 1941. 

Tax Collector Kennedy: (Schedules I, I-1, J, K, and L) 

We submit summary of Tax Accounts of Collec- 
tor Kennedy as of November 9, 1948. The accounts 
indicate excess credits amounting to $8.60, covering 
the ievies of 1938, 1940, 1941 and 1942. 


TOWN CLERK 
(Schedules M, 'N, & O) 


The accounts of the Town Clerk were examined 
for the period March 13, 1941 to November 9, 19438, as 
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set forth in Schedules M, N, and O of this report. 

It is suggested that more care be exercised in the 
preparation of the Town Clerk’s report which is in- 
cluded in the printed town report as it is evident that 
the figures are not in agreement. It is further sug- 
gested that all cash on hand at the end of the fiscal 
year be deposited with the Treasurer. 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
(Schedule R) 


The accounts of the Library Trustees were exam- 
ined for the period of audit and found to be in good 
order as set forth in Schedule R. 


THE STRATFORD WATER COMPANY 
Schedule Q 


Water Rent accounts of the Water Company were 
examined from February 1, 1942 to November 11, 
1943 and reconciled with the unremitted cash on 
hand, November 11, 1948. 

On the above date there were outstanding uncol- 
lected water rent in the sum of $3,223.05. Included 
in this amount are a number of delinquent accounts 
that should be collected as early as possible to avoid 
future charges to uncollectible accounts. 

Analysis of Water Company accounts indicates | 
that the water rent income on the present rate base is 
approximately one-third of the requirements neces- 
sary to carry the operation and debt service charges. 


GENERAL COMMENTS 


During the course of our examination, sugges- 
tions in regard to accounting procedure were made 
directly to the officers of the Town. These sugges- 
tions may be summarized as follows: 
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(1) It is recommended that all town officers’ 
books be closed on January 31st, and that cash be re- 
mitted to Town Treasurer as of that date. 


(2) It is recommended that the Tax Collector 
use the new form of cash book suggested by this Divi- 
sion. 


(3) To avoid confusion in arriving at the tax 
rate to be assessed each year ‘‘Cash on hand’’ at the 
close of the previous year should not be treated as 
estimated revenue unless a surplus of cash exisits over 
and above the amounts owed by the town, outstand- 
ing temporary loans and appropriations carried for- 
ward on which taxes have already been collected such 
as the appropriation for Schools. 


(4) At the time of the tax sale it is reeommend- 
ed that the Selectmen issue an order to the Tax Col- 
lector for the amount of taxes bought by the town. 
it is suggested that the Tax Collector be given two _ 
checks. One is for the taxes and interest which he 
turns back to the Town Treasurer to balance the war- 
rant account. The other is for the Collector’s costs 
and fees incident to the sale to which he is entitled by 
law. 


(5) Warrant book entries should be completed 
at all times. Abatements and adjustments made 
should be entered in the warrant book, otherwise all 
epen items are treated as uncollected taxes. 


(6) It is also recommended that written orders 
for abatements and errors be issued and signed by 
the Selectmen. A copy of the complete list at the end 
of year should be recorded in or attached to the blot- 
ter book. — 
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Conclusion: 
We extend our thanks to the officials of the 


Town of Stratford for the time and cooperation given 
during the course of our audit. 


Yours very truly, 


Harold G. Fowler, 
Director. 


DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL 
- ACCOUNTING 
STATE TAX COMMISSION. 


Lawton B. Chandler, 
Frank W. Morrill, 
Auditors. 


Harry G. Hager, 
Ralph S. Seavey, 
Accountants. 
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REPORT OF THE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF THE 
TOWN OF STRATFORD 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


SCHOOL WARRANT 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the School District of Stratford 
qualified to vote in district affairs: 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall 
in the village of North Stratford, in said district, on 
Tuesday, the fourteenth day of March, 1944, at one 
o’clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following 
subjects: 


1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year. 
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year. 


3. To choose a member of the School Board for 
ensuing three years. 


4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year. 
3. To choose an Auditor for the ensuing year. 


6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com- 
mittees, or Other Officers heretofore chosen, and pass 
any vote relating thereto. 


7. To see if the district will vote to make any 
alterations in the amount of money required to be 
assessed for the ensuing year for the support of publie 
schools and the payment of the statutory obligations 
of the District, as determined by the School Board in 
its annual report. 


8. To transact any other business that may law- 
fully come before said meeting. 
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Given under our hand at said Stratford this tenth 
day of February, 1944. 
LESLIE E. BARNETT, 
FLORA H, STEVENS, 
WALTER L. NILES, 
School Board. 
A true copy of Warrant—Attest : 
LESLIE E. BARNETT, 
FLORA H. STEVENS, 
WALTER L. NILES, 
School Board. 


REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD 


Organization 
Term Expires 
Chairman, Leslie E. Barnett 1944 
Secretary, Flora H. Stevens 1946 
Member, Walter L. Niles 1945 


Treasurer, Edith M. Lowe 
Clerk, Edward B. Fuller 
Truant Officer, Delia B. Hapgood 
Auditor, Edward M. Fuller 
Moderator, Ralph Hutchins 
Supt. of School, Alonzo J. Knowlton 
Board meetings are called by the Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 19438 


Summary 

Cash on hand June 30, 1942 $ 361.388 
Reecived from selectmen, 

appropriations $17000.00 

Dog tax 97.06 
Received from State Treasurer, 

State Aid 3022.42 

Federal Aid 230.98 


Received from all other, sources 3872.61 
catsoraetsteeel) OD Wa EY 





Total amount available for fiscal year  $24584.45 
Less school board orders paid 24276.07 





Balance on hand as of June 30, 1943 $ 308.38 


EDITH M. LOWE, 
; District Treasurer. 
June 30, 1943, 
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BALANCE SHEET 
Assets, June 30, 1943 


Cash on hand, Balance June 30, 1943 $308.33 

Accounts due the District: 
From town 0 
Elementary tuition 27.00 
Total Assets $335.88 


Liabilites, June 30, 1943 


Accounts owed by the district: 
Amount resérved for special purposes: 


High School Account 308.38 
Total Liabilities $308.38 
Excess of assets over liabilities 27.00 
Total Assets $335.38 


AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE 


This is to certify that I have examined the books » 
and financial records of the school board of Stratford 
and the records of the school district treasurer of 
Stratford, of which the above is a true summary for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1943, and find them 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 

EDWARD M. FULLER, 
Auditor. | 
July 7, 1943. 


BUDGET FOR 1944-1945 


School Board’s estimate of the amount required 
to support public schools and to meet other statutory 
obligations for the year beginning July 1, 1944. 
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Detailed Statement of Proposed Expenditures 


Support of Schools: 


Teachers’ salaries $8825.00 
Text books 200.00 
Scholars’ supplies 300.00 
Flags and appurtenances 
Other expenses of instruction 25.00 
Janitor service 275.00 
Fuel 500.00 
Water, lights, janitor supplies 150.00 
Minor repairs and expenses 50.00 
Health supervision 20.00 
Transportation of pupils 835.00 
Other special activities 100.00 
$11280.00 


High School plus Elem. Schools equals 
Other Statutory Requireemnts: 


Total amount required to meet 
school board’s budget 


Salaries of district officers $210.00 
Truant officer and school census 15.00 
Supt’s. excess salary 411.55 
Per capita tax 490.00 


Other obligations 100.00 


Estimated Income of the District 

Other Than Taxation: 
Balance June 30, 1944 (Estimate) $ 545.55 
State Aid (Estimate) 3600.00 
Dog tax 75.00 


Elem. 


High School Schools 


$7500.00 
200.00 
300.00 
10.00 


675.00 
650.00 
150.00 
150.00 
480.00 
2500.00 
25.00 





$12640.00 
$23920.00 


$25146.55 


$ 1226.55 
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High school tuition (Estimate- 1575.00 


Klementary school tuition 391.00 
Other estimated income 0 
Total estimated income $ 6146.55 


Assessment required to balance 
school board’s budget $19000.00 


LESLIE E .BARNETT, 
FLORA H. STEVENS, 
WALTER L. NILES, 
School Board. 
Stratford, N. H. 
Feb. 2, 1944. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 


To the Members of the Stratford School Board: 


I hereby submit, for your consideration, my tenth 
annual report of the Stratford schools. 

At the close of the school in June, we lost six 
teachers; viz., Alida J. Zeeman, mathematics and sci- 
ence; Phyllis Banner McFarlane, grades seven and 
eight; Helen Martin, grade six; Leona B. Fysh, grades 
two and three; Linnie L. Watson, grades one and 
two; and Helen Brown, Hollow Primary. The vacan- 
cies were finally filled as follows: Hollis F. Sawyer, 
science and mathematics; Mrs. Mary L. Nugent, 
grades seven and eight; Beverly Moffett, grades six 
and seven; Stella Ingerson, grades two and three; 
Mrs. Edith B. McGuire, grades one and two; and 
Mrs. Ethel R. Wheeler, Hollow grammar. Nathalie S. 
Fuller was transferred to Hollow primary. During the 
fall term, Marion E. Stevens asked to be released 
from her contract that she might accept a railroad 
office position in her own town. We were very sorry 
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to lose Miss Stevens who has been a very efficient 
commercial teacher for nearly sixteen years in our 
high school. We sincerely hope that Miss Stevens en- 
joys her new position. We are sure that the company 
has an efficient helper. As yet, I have not been able 
to find a regularly qualified teacher to fill the com- 
mercial vacancy. The work is being carried on in a 
satisfactory manner by a substitute whom we were 
able to find, Mrs. Helen C. MacNeil. Before we found 
Mrs. MacNeil, we secured the services for a few days 
of Ann Farnsworth but, on account of her other 
work, she was unable to continue. 


The work in the manual arts department has been 
entirely dropped until it will be possible to find a 
teacher who can handle the work of that department. 


Supplies have been purchased as in former years 
in order to get the best prices. 

The work in music, both instrumental and voeal, 
is carried on as in the past. The results speak of the 
efficiency of the work. | | 


The medical inspection and the check ups are 
carried on by the efficient school nurse, Delia B. 
Hapgood. The annual health examination found 
twenty-six with defective vision—seven have been 
corrected; there were one hundred-fifteen with de- 
fective teeth—twenty-two corrected; twenty-four had 
diseased tonsils—nine corrected. One vaccination 
elinie was held in which fourteen were treated. 


The school census taken in September found 109 
boys and 100 girls or a total of 209 children in town 
between the ages of 5 and 16. This is 11 less than a 
year ago. The total registration this year, on Sep- 
tember 30th, was 250 but 36 of this number were over 
16 years. Thirty of the children registered, between 
five and 16, are from out of town. The number of 
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resident children accounted for in school, between 
the ages of five and 16, is 184. 7 

The home economics department is furnishing 
only warm cocoa for those children who bring their 
lunches. The reason for the limit is on account of 
the rationing. 


The following pupils had a perfect attendance 
record for the year: Daisy Bergeron, Norma John- 
son, Marcel LaPointe, Elaine Marshall, Marilyn Mar- 
shall, Milton Paradis, Sally Tayor, Leona Tetreault, 
Joyce Willey, Florence McLeod, Raymond Dube, 
Norma Robie, Glen Allin, Lila Allin, Donald Nichols 
and Gloria Stinson. 


A few facts taken from last year’s registers may 
be of passing interest: as, the unrepeated registration 
was 279; schools were actually in session 36 weeks; 
the per cent of attendance was 93.85; 22 children 
had perfect attendance; there were recorded 147 
tardy marks; there were 17 non-resident pupils in the 
elementary schools and 34 in the high school; 65 
elementary and 24 high school pupils were trans- 
ported at expense of the district at a cost of $3424; 
2 school board. meetings were held during the year; 
12 visits made to the schools by school board mem- 
bers; 161 visits made by citizens; and the superin- 
tendent was credited with 518 teacher visits. 


The graduating class of 1943 included the follow- 
ing: Evelyn M. Arsenault, Clara A. Blodgett, James 
W. Blodgett, Garneta P. Boucher, Phyllis Farns- 
worth, Roger L. Fuller, Dennis A. Hovey, Julia I. 
Jordan, Mionnette D. LaPointe, Elaine Marshall, Wil- 
son B. McMann, Marion EH. Nugent, Jacqueline A. 
Paquette, Milton Paradis, George L. Robertson, Jr., 
Beulah F. Robie, Inola C. Roby, John E. Russell, Jr., 
Christine L. Sheltry, Pauline J. Smith, Sally P. A. 
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Taylor, James G. Wakefield, and Ruth L. Willey. 

The physical fitness program began last spring 
is continued this year as well as the other plays and 
games of the schools. 

The task of securing efficient teachers has been 
considerably harder this year than in the past. Let 
us hope some change will come soon so as to relieve 
the tension. 

I consider our schools well manned and good 
work is being accomplished. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALONZO J. KNOWLTON, 


Superintendent. 
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